Need to Study
Your Bible
More?

We have about 5 Bible Correspondence
Courses. They are all free, even including the
postage!

All you need to do to take advantage of
this greate FREE opportunity is to fill out the
following, clip it out and either paste it on a
Postal Card or send it in an envelope.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

. Please send me the new Course
Name

Address
. City
. State
. Zip Code
Email:

Like to have a FREE CD?

If you’d like, we’ll send you, post-paid,
a FREE CD with four very basic lessons
on it. It will let you know
how to know for sure God Za X N
is, that the Bible is his \@” \\/

: =4

word and that Jesus Christ
is truly the Son of Almighty God. Send a

note to us at the address right there. ﬂ

Please visit our WEB PAGE -

WWW.VSCOC.OYg

The VALLEY TIDINGS is published
monthly by the church of Christ, meeting at
1803 Dixie Garden Drive, Valley Station,
Kentucky 40272

Elders
Wayne Byrd (502) 957-4801
Clayton Shannon (502) 935-5278
Deacons
Michael Bibee (502) 548-1878
Don Boice (502) 937-5192
Clifford Deckard (502) 937-1612
Allan Mauldin (502) 933-3554
Barrett Phelps (502) 935-8564
Assemblies
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:30 P.M.
Ladies Class, Thursday 10:00 A.M.
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THERE’S NOTHING BETTER!

For your salvation

For your spiritual life

For your service to God

For learning more about the Bible

Than active participation in the Lord’s church.
We, of the Valley Station church of Christ, fully
believe we represent the Lord’s church that you

can read about in your very own Bible.

Maybe you belong to a church already. Can you
read anything about it in the Bible? Can you read
how it is identified? Can you find the book,
chapter, and verse that identifies its way or
worship—the service it renders in the world?

If you cannot actually find the church of which you are a member in the
Bible, we invite you very sincerely to come test us. We believe that all we

do, teach, practice and are is identified in the Bible

Next Sunday is a good time to start! Bible classes begin at 9:30 a.m. and

worship is at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. We offer a great opportunity for all to

study each Wednesday night at 7:30 in Bible classes. Ladies — there is a

special class just for you at 10 a.m. Thursday. Just come visit and judge
what you see and hear by your own Bible!



Selling Jesus

Krister Stendahl wrote, “Madison Avenue techniques for selling the Gospel. We all know that
it works. But we should learn that one doesn’t sell Jesus as one sells toothpaste or deodorant. There
is the cross; there is the mystery. And there is God’s time, the right time.” Your Kingdom Come, -
From “Cross Currents,” pages 264-265. The thought of selling the Gospel of Christ is intriguing.
The thought of selling the Gospel involves selling the one who created the Gospel.

It is tragic to think of selling things God freely gives for some kind of personal profit. Even the
name of the one great gift of God, that which Paul described as “unspeakable” (2 Cor. 9:15) has
been strategically commercialized — think of the “Christmas” and “Easter”” seasons of the year. Who
can deny that Jesus has become a marketable product by a number of “religious” enterprises?

It always amazes me at “Christmas” time. People who could care less whether Jesus was born
of a virgin or adopted by Ishmaelite traders seek to make financial capital on his unique entrance
into the world. Have you ever wondered how the Lord feels about this tragic behavior? “Do not
make My Father’s house a house of merchandise,” he said quite emphatically — John 2:16.

If you have the stamina to listen to TV “Ministries,” and “Religious Talk Shows” you will hear
and see a For Sale sign pointing to our Lord and his cause. For a tax except enterprise to make
financial gain on their rendition of the Lord and his gospel is purely “making merchandise.”

How many times have you heard the tearful plea, “Without your prayers and financial
contributions, we will no longer be able to continue this ‘ministry’.” And how do they get away
with offering “free” tapes, CDs, and their products for a “donation” — even specifying how much
you must donate? The “faithful” of these so-called “ministries,” like that one the infamous Jim
Bakker engineered, will dole out their hard earned money, all for the alleged “love of Jesus.”

The sale of Jesus is accomplished by a very up-to-date technique of modern advertising and
salesmanship. Watering down anything that might be negative, emphasizing all that is positive,
removing anything that might not sell too well in the stormy winds of controversy, the religious
mercantile business has a product they call Jesus that bears no resemblance to the Son of God, the
Son of Man.

Jesus is not for sale — never has been — never will be. Only those who make merchandise of his
lovely name for personal advancement (one way or another) have a Jesus Christ for marketing. True
and faithful followers of the meek and lowly Jesus recognize in him alone, all their hopes and
dreams for a good life, a loving family, and ultimately eternal salvation. Just to be nearly like him is
the single greatest challenge in this life.

Jesus isn’t for sale! All he promises, all his blessings, all of his life is freely offered to every
accountable person on earth. Upon the condition of a faith that lovingly obeys his word without
hesitation all one could ever want here and hereafter comes without cost.

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price” - Isa 55:1.

This wonderful thing doesn’t come packaged cleverly with some evasive advertising plan.
While free, the prize God gives us comes through faith, obedience, diligence, reverence and full
commitment. “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press
toward the goal for the prize of the upward calling of God in Christ Jesus” — Phil. 3:13-14. -- DRS

Hi-Fi Religion, by Herschel E. Patton

In the realm of music, hi-fi is very desirable and popular. The word “high” refers
not to volume but to exactness of reproduction. Fidelity suggests accuracy or trueness.
The religion of Jesus Christ as delivered, confirmed, and recorded by Christ, the
inspired apostles and prophets is true and accurate (Heb. 2:3; Jude 3; 2 Pet. 1:3,21).
However, it must be reproduced through the mechanism of human words and deeds
(Matt. 5:16; 2 Cor. 3:2-3; Eph. 4:1). Uncertain sounds, as well as distorted action
often mar the trueness or accuracy of it. This is as abominable to God as distorted
chords of music are to the ears of the skilled
musician.

Corruption through “good words and fair
speeches” (Rom. 16:18), “enticing words” (1
Cor. 2:4), “a perverted gospel” (Gal. 1:7), etc.
was foretold. Speaking as the oracles of God
(1 Pet. 4:11), according to sound doctrine (Tit.
1:9), and abiding in the doctrine (2 John 9) are
therefore urged.

Distortions in living the gospel conceal it,
cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of,
and present an untrue production. These are
some of the reasons why Christians are told to walk worthy of the vocation wherein
they are called, to let their lights shine, and to walk circumspectly.

Hi fi -- exactness of reproduction -- in religion comes through a heart that has
truly submitted to the Lord, recognizes His kingship, and therefore speaks and moves
only at His instructions. Self has been so completely dethroned that only Christ is
manifest (Gal. 2:20). Human wisdom and devices are completely abandoned (Matt.
15:9; Col. 2:8; 20-23) and only truth, the word of God, (John 17:17) is followed.

To see children of God “walking in truth” (2 John 4; 3 John 4) is as beautiful a
sight as is the sound of the sweetest hi fi music. Oh, that there were more people
interested in hi-fi religion! It is the only kind of religion that God will accept, and
those who embrace it find it thrills the soul as the truest musical sound does the ear.

- Taken from Gospel Visitor, 10-26-66.




