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A Plea to Return to the Old Paths

By the late and beloved B. G. Hope, then of Bowling Greenuglant

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and seeasitbr the old paths, where is the good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your sdBig they said, We will not walk therein.

The above pas-sage pictures a man standing where a nafiroads lead in different directions.
There is only one, however, leading to the desiredirdg®mn. He has responsibility of choosing the
proper one the old paths. The prophet does not sayitttdgesn't make any
difference which path the traveler takes. He does apotisat one is just as good as
another. On the other hand, he places strong emphasishposing the right way
and walking therein. Thus, let's observe that althougiwtys of false teachers are
many, there is only one way taught by the Lord. In JohnJesus said: "I am THE
way." Peter said in 2 Pet. 2:1, 2, "But there wereefgiophets also among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers amongviio privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought, theth bring upon
themselves swift destruction. And many shall folloveithperniciousways: by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of."

He who follows the truavay in religion, the Old Paths, is following the divine
pattern. 1 would like to insist that in every dispensatiad Gas given his people a divine standard, a
pattern.

In Gen. 6:14, Noah was commanded to make an ark of gophel imoeerse 15 God saidind this
is the fashion which thou shalt make it of." Then in v&rsg through 22 instructions were given in
regard to the ark. And in verse 22 the record saysis did Noah according to all that God commanded
him, so did he." He built the ark, therefore, accordinpéopattern.

In Heb. 8:5, the writer said\Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly thisddoses
was admonished of God when he was about to make thradale for, see. saith he, that thou make all
things according to the pattern showed to thee in thenmdvoses could have built the tabernacle to
please himself had God not given him a pattern. Howeirere fie was given a pattern by the God of
heaven, he was obligated, to follow it.

In the Christian dispensation, the New Testament is patitern. Every religious act must be
according to it. Paul said in 1 Thess. 5:21, "Provéhallgs: hold fast that which is good."” John gave a
warning. He said in 1 John 4:1, "Beloved, believe notyespirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: for many false prophets are gone out into thed¥/'oRaul also warned the elders of the church at
Ephesus in the following statement: "For | know thigt tafter my departing shall grievous wolves
enter among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your @elves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them." (A20529.)

According to the divine pattern, from which we are warneidto depart, the gospel was preached,
and those who believed and obeyed made up the churere Was one church, and it was organized on
the day of Pentecost. Jesus commissioned the apasti@s into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature,” stating that "he that believeth anghjgtized shall be saved.” (Mk. 16:15, 16.) Peter
preached the gospel and told his hearers to "repenteabaibized for the remission of sins.” The record
further states that those who "gladly received the wang baptized.” Then in the 47th verse of Acts 2,
it is stated that the "Lord added to the church daily sgcbhauld be saved." According to the divine
pattern — the old paths — the gospel was preached, pemgired it, obeyed it and were added to the
church. No one joined the church, neither was hedvistdoy the members. The members were called
Christians. (Acts 11:26; 1 Pet. 4:16.) They dared not @asaiother name.

According to the divine pattern, there are definite charatics of this early church. The church was
benevolent and missionary-minded. It did its work withousegparate organization. The work was
supported by voluntary offerings. (1 Cor. 16:2.) The Christmasupon the first day of the week to break
bread and were warned not to forsake it. (Acts 20:7; 1 G©2; Heb. 10:25.) When these disciples met
upon the first day of the week, they observed the Lougfp& (Acts 20:7) they sang hymns and spiritual
songs (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19); contributed of their possesss the Lord had prospered them (2 Cor. 16:2);
read the scriptures (Acts 2:42) and prayed. (Acts 2:42.)

Eventually the church strayed from the Old Paths<Quattern. Instead of following the original pattern
with reference to the conditions of pardon, men begdaaich that it was not necessary to conform to the
original plan. As a result, the “unconditional salvatitinéory was taught and also the "faith only" theory.
(It is a rare thing to hear a preacher tell a penttetiever what Peter did on the day of Pentecost: "Repent
ye, and be baptized for the remission of sins.”) Belis in Christ no longer wore the name Christian to the
exclusion of all other names. Names were worn to hamam, like "Lutheran”; to exalt a doctrine like
‘Baptists” or “Holiness"; or to describe a system ofegnment, like "Presbyterian” or "Methodist."

With reference to the weekly assembly, there waspartlge. Some advocated the members should
meet quarterly and others, semi-annually to partakeedfdnd's Supper.

The work of the church was supported by suppers, showslnetaumental music began to be used;
missionary societies were organized; sprinkling and pouverg substituted for baptism.

In the 19th century a plea was made to restore prir@ihivstianity, to return to the "Old Paths," todeil the
divine pattern. As a result, hundreds of peopfeareded, leaving denominations. Perhaps there walac®where the
movement was more effective than in Kentucky. itagjic that after a few years division came assaltr of the
introduction of instrumental music, and the orgagizof missionary societies. As in the case of résgtoration
movement so it was in digression. Kentucky feleffsct more than any other locality. There isecsp effort being
put forth at present, calling on religious peoplesturn to the Old Paths. We are appealing edlgecithose who are
members of the Christian church to give up all@tions and once again walk in the Old Paths. Wassthe plea of
Campbell, Stone and later, Mc Garvey.

Whoever seeks truth with an earnest mind, no matter
when or how, belongs to the school of intellectual men. -
Channing

Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thin
and that there be no divisions among you; but tha

be perfectly joined together in the same mind an
the same judgment.—1 Corinthians 1:10




