We have severaBible Correspondence
Coursesfor you to study and learn from. They
are all free, even including the postage!

All you need to do to take -advantage of
this great FREE opportunity is to fill out the
following, clip it out and either paste it .on a
Postal Card or send it in an envelope.

Please send me the new Course
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Address
City
State

Zip Code

The VALLEY TIDINGS is published
monthly by the church of Christ, meeting at
1803 Dixie Garden Drive, Valley Station,
Kentucky 40272

Elders

Wayne Byrd (502) 957-4801
Clayton Shannon (502) 935-5278
Deacons
Michael Bibee (502) 548-1878
Don Boice (502) 937-5192
Clifford Deckard (502) 937-1612
Allan Mauldin (502) 933-3554

(502) 935-8564

Assemblies
Sunday Bible Class
Sunday Morning Worship  10:30 A.M.

Barrett Phelps

Set For The Defense of the Glad Tidings
Volume VIII, March, 2007, Number 3

9:30 A M.

Email:
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It is a group of Christians within
walking distance for most of you. It is a
group of Christians who are determined t
be pleasing to God. How do they do this’
They do all in their power to follow the
teaching of Jesus Christ with no change:
additions, subtractions or alterations.

It is a group of Christians that claim nc
human denominational affiliation — just
Christians working and worshipping
together at the Lord’s word teaches.

If you need Christ as your Lord and

Savior, we believe you will find him

among the Clistians at Valley Station.
Come and see.

Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:30 P.M
Ladies Class, Thursday 10:00 A.M.
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An unknown sage wrote, “Some in the Church that have been persuadedsitot t
under sound Bible teaching that will awaken them. More pulpit timdewoted to
storytelling, jokes and illustrations (stories- fables and myths) than pusiérn of the
word. The sheep’s diet consists more of entertainment, with mksi€,and dances
with sermons that are like drinking warm milk that will only help them go tgslee

It is too bad that such words, while not pleasant, are nonthelessueryhe tragic
results are that churches today are filled with the unconveittedave more concerned
with their social contacts than genuine
salvation from sin. E. Stanley Jones re-
marked, “Within the church only about
one third of the people know what
conversion is in a vital way. The other
two-thirds need conversion.”

One wonders if it is possible to really
get back to biblical foundations. Has the
religious world gone so far that is has
lost all contact with Christianity as it is
described in the New Testament? Only
time can tell. If there is a chance for a
return to the true meaning of the church,
salvation, faith and commitment, it
won't be found in modern religion that
has become “numeric neurotics.” The
watering down of doctrinal standing is
the culprit that has taken religion out of the modern day church.

The New Testament is the same truth in 2007 that is was ifirghecentury.
Nothing about it can be changed without evoking God'’s displeasure. Pawdsvho
fervently appealed to his brethren urging them to, Hold “fastaitieféil word as he has
been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and tursec
who contradict” (Titus 1:9).

He likewise mentions, “that you may become blameless and harnclefdren of
God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generatrmmgwhom you
shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so ltmaay rejoice in the
day of Christ that | have not run in vain or labored in vain” (Phil. 2:15-16).

The Greek word for holding fast is , it means to hold upon, i.e. to retain;
to pay attention to. In Titus 1:9 when Paul mentions “holding fast the faithful word” the

Greek word is — it is more active and intense, it means to hold oneself
opposite to, or against, hold back, withstand, to keep oneself directly opfmsite
anyone, hold to him firmly, cleave to, paying heed to him (the Lord by His word).

Holding fast the word is someone who is Bible based, sound in his undergtandi
what the Scripture says and does not say. He understands what Gaidhas God’s
word is living and active today just as it was when it was spoken or written.

2 Thess. 2:15: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, (holding fast) and hdicditeons
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.” Hold rd &at is the
Greek word , a perfect tense meaning to be stationary, to perseveoghen
words we are not to be moved. Those who continue in sound doctrine have not moved
from what they were taught, it is those who do not teach sound raod¢hat have
moved from where they once were.

John wrote, “Whosoever transgresses, and abides not in the doctriheistf Ras
not God” — If someone is consistently going beyond the words gdtGer or abandons
the doctrine which Christ taught, or what the apostles wrote respectindnélmare not
in Christ.

Doctrine is like the lines on the road. People who do not stay inlémgror do not
pay attention to the signs or stoplights are like those who make inpwre doctrine.
They can hurt, or destroy themselves and others.

Gresham Machen wrote “The growth of ignorance in the Churdteisogical and
inevitable result of the false notion that Christianity isf@ &nd not also a doctrine; if
Christianity is not a doctrine then of course teaching is not reagess Christianity.
But whatever the causes for the growth of ignorance in the Chuelevthmust be
remedied...Christian education is the chief business of the hour foy eaenest
Christian man. Christianity cannot subsist unless men know what ti@hitys
is” (Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism p. 176-177).

WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE?
Fear Him, Walk in His ways, to love and serve
Him—Deuteronomy 10:12.

To Do Justly, Love Mercy, and walk Humbly with

Him—Micah 6:8




